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of the GMFMC. The RD will notify the
appellant of his decision and the reason
therefor, in writing, normally within 45
days of receiving the GMFMC’s rec-
ommendation. The RD’s decision will
constitute the final administrative ac-
tion by NMFS on an appeal.

(v) Upon completion of the appeal
process, the RD will issue share certifi-
cates to initial shareholders.

(5) Transfers of shares. The following
restrictions apply to the transfer of
shares:

(i) The transfer of shares is prohib-
ited through September 30, 1996.

(ii) From October 1, 1996, through
September 30, 1997, shares may be
transferred only to other persons who
are initial shareholders and are U.S.
citizens or permanent resident aliens.

(d) Exceptions/additions to general
measures. Other provisions of this part
notwithstanding—

(1) Management of the red snapper
ITQ system extends to adjoining state
waters in the manner stated in para-
graphs (d)(2) and (d)(3) of this section.

(2) For a dealer to receive red snapper
harvested from state waters adjoining
the Gulf EEZ by or possessed on board
a vessel with a commercial permit for
Gulf reef fish, the dealer permit for
Gulf reef fish specified in § 622.4(a)(4)
must have been issued to the dealer.

(3) A copy of the dealer’s permit must
accompany each vehicle that is used to
pick up from a fishing vessel red snap-
per from adjoining state waters har-
vested by or possessed on board a ves-
sel with a commercial permit for Gulf
reef fish.

(4) As a condition of a commercial
vessel permit for Gulf reef fish, without
regard to where red snapper are har-
vested or possessed, a vessel with such
permit must comply with the red snap-
per ITQ requirements of paragraph (b)
of this section; may not transfer or re-
ceive red snapper at sea; and must
maintain red snapper with head and
fins intact through landing, and the ex-
ceptions to that requirement contained
in § 622.38(d) do not apply to red snap-
per. Red snapper may be eviscerated,
gilled, and scaled but must otherwise
be maintained in a whole condition.

(5) As a condition of a dealer permit
for Gulf reef fish, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(4) or under paragraph (d)(2) of

this section, without regard to where
red snapper are harvested or possessed,
a permitted dealer must comply with
the red snapper ITQ requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section.

(6) In any month that a red snapper is
received, a dealer must submit the re-
port required under § 622.5(c)(3)(ii). The
‘‘Fish House’’ parts of red snapper indi-
vidual transferable coupons, received
during the month in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section, must be
submitted to the SRD with the report.

(7) It is unlawful for a person to do
any of the following:

(i) Receive red snapper from a fishing
vessel without a dealer permit for Gulf
reef fish.

(ii) Fail to carry a copy of the deal-
er’s permit, as specified in paragraph
(d)(3) of this section.

(iii) Fail to comply with a condition
of a permit, as specified in paragraph
(d)(4) or (d)(5) of this section.

(iv) Fail to report red snapper re-
ceived, as specified in paragraph (d)(6)
of this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 48415,
Sept. 13, 1996, § 622.16 was stayed indefinitely.

§ 622.17 South Atlantic golden crab
controlled access.

(a) Applicability. For a person aboard
a vessel to fish for golden crab in the
South Atlantic EEZ, possess golden
crab in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ, off-load golden crab from the
South Atlantic EEZ, or sell golden crab
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a
commercial vessel permit for golden
crab must be issued to the vessel and
must be on board. It is a rebuttable
presumption that a golden crab on
board or off-loaded from a vessel in the
South Atlantic was harvested from the
South Atlantic EEZ.

(b) Initial eligibility. A vessel is eligi-
ble for an initial commercial vessel
permit for golden crab if the owner
meets the documentation requirements
described in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion substantiating his or her landings
of golden crab harvested from the
South Atlantic EEZ in quantities of at
least 600 lb (272 kg) by April 7, 1995, or
at least 2,500 lb (1,134 kg) by September
1, 1995. Only the owner of a vessel at
the time landings occurred may use
those landings to meet the eligibility
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requirements described in this para-
graph, except if that owner transferred
the right to use those landings to a
subsequent owner in writing as part of
the vessel’s sales agreement. If evi-
dence of such agreement is provided to
the RD, the subsequent owner may use
those landings to meet the eligibility
requirements instead of the owner of
the vessel at the time the landings oc-
curred.

(c) Documentation of eligibility. The
documentation requirements described
in this paragraph are the only accept-
able means for an owner to establish a
vessel’s eligibility for an initial per-
mit. Failure to meet the documenta-
tion requirements, including submis-
sion of data as required, will result in
failure to qualify for an initial com-
mercial vessel permit. Acceptable
sources of documentation include:
Landings documented by the trip tick-
et systems of Florida or South Caro-
lina as described in paragraph (c)(1) of
this section and data substantiating
landings that occurred prior to estab-
lishment of the respective trip ticket
systems or landings that occurred in
North Carolina or Georgia as described
in paragraph (c)(2) of this section.

(1) Trip ticket data. NMFS has access
to records of golden crab landings re-
ported under the trip ticket systems in
Florida and South Carolina. No further
documentation or submission of these
records is required if the applicant was
the owner of the harvesting vessel at
the time of the landings documented
by these records. An applicant will be
given printouts of trip ticket records
for landings made when the applicant
owned the harvesting vessel, and an ap-
plicant will have an opportunity to
submit records of landings he or she be-
lieves should have been included on
such printouts or to clarify allocation
of landings shown on such printouts.
Landings reported under these trip
ticket systems and received by the re-
spective states prior to December 31,
1995, with such adjustments/clarifica-
tions for landings for which there is
adequate documentation that they
should have been included on the print-
outs, are conclusive as to landings in
the respective states during the period
that landing reports were required or
voluntarily submitted by a vessel. For

such time periods, landings data from
other sources will not be considered for
landings in these states.

(2) Additional landings data. (i) An
owner of a vessel that does not meet
the criteria for initial eligibility for a
commercial vessel permit based on
landings documented by the trip ticket
systems of Florida or South Carolina
may submit documentation of required
landings that either occurred prior to
the implementation of the respective
trip ticket systems or occurred in
North Carolina or Georgia. Acceptable
documentation of such landings con-
sists of trip receipts or dealer records
that definitively show the species
known as golden crab; the vessel’s
name, official number, or other ref-
erence that clearly identifies the ves-
sel; and dates and amounts of South
Atlantic golden crab landings. In addi-
tion, a sworn affidavit may be submit-
ted to document landings. A sworn affi-
davit is a notarized written statement
wherein the individual signing the affi-
davit affirms under penalty of perjury
that the information presented is accu-
rate to the best of his or her knowl-
edge, information, and belief.

(ii) Documentation by a combination
of trip receipts and dealer records is ac-
ceptable, but duplicate records for the
same landings will not result in addi-
tional credit.

(iii) Additional data submitted under
paragraph (c)(2) of this section must be
attached to a Golden Crab Landings
Data form, which is available from the
RD.

(3) Verification. Documentation of
golden crab landings from the South
Atlantic EEZ and other information
submitted under this section are sub-
ject to verification by comparison with
state, Federal, and other records and
information. Submission of false docu-
mentation or information may dis-
qualify a person from initial participa-
tion under the South Atlantic golden
crab controlled access program.

(d) Application procedure. Permit ap-
plication forms are available from the
RD. An application for an initial com-
mercial vessel permit that is post-
marked or hand-delivered after Sep-
tember 26, 1996, will not be accepted.

(1) An application for a commercial
vessel permit must be submitted and
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signed by the vessel owner (in the case
of a corporate-owned vessel, an officer
or shareholder who meets the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section;
in the case of a partnership-owned ves-
sel, a general partner who meets these
requirements).

(2) An owner must provide the follow-
ing:

(i) A copy of the vessel’s valid U.S.
Coast Guard certificate of documenta-
tion or, if not documented, a copy of
its valid state registration certificate.

(ii) Vessel name and official number.
(iii) Name, address, telephone num-

ber, and other identifying information
of the vessel owner.

(iv) Documentation of initial eligi-
bility, as specified in paragraphs (b)
and (c) of this section.

(v) The fishing zone in which the ves-
sel will fish, as specified in paragraph
(h) of this section.

(vi) Any other information concern-
ing the vessel, gear characteristics,
principal fisheries engaged in, or fish-
ing areas, as specified on the applica-
tion form.

(vii) Any other information that may
be necessary for the issuance or admin-
istration of the permit, as specified on
the application form.

(e) Issuance. (1) The RD will mail an
initial commercial vessel permit to an
applicant no later than October 28,
1996, if the application is complete and
the eligibility requirements specified
in paragraph (b) of this section are
met.

(2) Upon receipt of an incomplete ap-
plication that is postmarked or hand-
delivered on or before September 26,
1996, the RD will notify the applicant
of the deficiency. If the applicant fails
to correct the deficiency within 30 days
of the date of the RD’s notification, the
application will be considered aban-
doned.

(3) The RD will notify an applicant,
in writing, no later than October 28,
1996, if the RD determines that the ap-
plicant fails to meet the eligibility re-
quirements specified in paragraph (b)
of this section.

(f) Appeals. (1) An appeal of the RD’s
decision regarding initial permit eligi-
bility may be submitted to an ad hoc
appeals committee appointed by the
SAFMC.

(2) The appeals committee is empow-
ered only to deliberate whether the eli-
gibility criteria specified in paragraph
(b) of this section were applied cor-
rectly to the appellant’s application. In
making that determination, the ap-
peals committee members will consider
only disputed calculations and deter-
minations based on documentation pro-
vided as specified in paragraph (c) of
this section, including transfers of
landings records. The appeals commit-
tee is not empowered to consider
whether a person should have been eli-
gible for a commercial vessel permit
because of hardship or other factors.

(3) A written request for consider-
ation of an appeal must be submitted
within 30 days of the date of the RD’s
notification denying permit issuance
and must provide written documenta-
tion supporting the basis for the ap-
peal. Such a request must contain the
appellant’s acknowledgment that the
confidentiality provisions of the Mag-
nuson Act at 16 U.S.C. 1853(d) and sub-
part E of part 600 of this chapter are
waived with respect to any information
supplied by the RD to the SAFMC and
its advisory bodies for purposes of re-
ceiving the recommendations of the ap-
peals committee members on the ap-
peal. An appellant may also make a
personal appearance before the appeals
committee.

(4) The appeals committee will meet
only once to consider appeals submit-
ted within the time period specified in
paragraph (f)(3) of this section. Mem-
bers of the appeals committee will pro-
vide their individual recommendations
for each appeal to the RD. Members of
the appeals committee may comment
upon whether the eligibility criteria,
specified in the FMP and in paragraph
(b) of this section, were correctly ap-
plied in each case, based solely on the
available record, including documenta-
tion submitted by the appellant. The
RD will decide the appeal based on the
initial eligibility criteria in paragraph
(b) of this section and the available
record, including documentation sub-
mitted by the appellant and the rec-
ommendations and comments from
members of the appeals committee.
The RD will notify the appellant of the
decision and the reason therefore, in
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writing, normally within 30 days of re-
ceiving the recommendation from the
appeals committee members. The RD’s
decision will constitute the final ad-
ministrative action by NMFS on an ap-
peal.

(g) Display. A commercial vessel per-
mit issued under this section must be
carried on board the vessel. The opera-
tor of a vessel must present the permit
for inspection upon the request of an
authorized officer.

(h) Fishing zones. (1) The South At-
lantic EEZ is divided into three fishing
zones for golden crab. A vessel owner
must indicate on the initial applica-
tion for a commercial vessel permit the
zone in which the vessel will fish. A
permitted vessel may fish for golden
crab only in the zone shown on its per-
mit. A vessel may possess golden crab
only in that zone, except that other
zones may be transited if the vessel no-
tifies NMFS, Office of Enforcement,
Southeast Region, St. Petersburg, FL,
by telephone (813–570–5344) in advance
and does not fish in an unpermitted
zone. The designated fishing zones are
as follows:

(i) Northern zone—the South Atlan-
tic EEZ north of 28° N. lat.

(ii) Middle zone—the South Atlantic
EEZ from 25° N. lat. to 28° N. lat.

(iii) Southern zone—the South Atlan-
tic EEZ south of 25° N. lat.

(2) An owner of a permitted vessel
may have the zone specified on a per-
mit changed only when the change is
from the middle or southern zone to
the northern zone. A request for such
change must be submitted to the RD
with the existing permit.

(i) Transfer. (1) A valid golden crab
permit may be transferred for use by
another vessel by returning the exist-
ing permit(s) to the RD along with an
application for a permit for the re-
placement vessel.

(2) To obtain a commercial vessel
permit via transfer, the owner of the
replacement vessel must submit to the
RD a valid permit for a vessel with a
documented length overall, or permits
for vessels with documented aggregate
lengths overall, of at least 90 percent of
the documented length overall of the
replacement vessel.

(j) Renewal. (1) In addition to the pro-
cedures and requirements of § 622.4(h)

for commercial vessel permit renewals,
for a golden crab permit to be renewed,
the SRD must have received reports for
the permitted vessel, as required by
§ 622.5(a)(1)(v), documenting that at
least 5,000 lb (2,268 kg) of golden crab
were landed from the South Atlantic
EEZ by the permitted vessel during at
least one of the two 12-month periods
immediately prior to the expiration
date of the vessel permit.

(2) An existing permit for a vessel
meeting the minimum golden crab
landing requirement specified in para-
graph (j)(1) of this section may be re-
newed by following the procedure spec-
ified in paragraph (d) of this section.
However, documentation of the vessel’s
initial eligibility need not be resubmit-
ted.

[61 FR 43957, 43959, Aug. 27, 1996]

§ 622.18 South Atlantic snapper-group-
er limited access.

(a) Applicability. Beginning December
14, 1998, the only valid commercial ves-
sel permits for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper are those that have been issued
under the limited access criteria in
this section. A vessel may have either
a transferable commercial permit or a
trip-limited commercial permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper.

(b) Initial eligibility. A vessel is eligi-
ble for an initial limited access com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper if the owner owned a
vessel with a commercial vessel permit
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper at
any time from February 11, 1996,
through February 11, 1997, and owned a
permitted vessel that had at least one
landing of snapper-grouper from the
South Atlantic from January 1, 1993,
through August 20, 1996, as reported on
fishing vessel logbooks received by the
SRD on or before August 20, 1996. An
owner whose permitted vessels had
landings of snapper-grouper from the
South Atlantic of at least 1,000 lb (453.6
kg), whole weight, in any one of the
years 1993, 1994, or 1995, or in 1996
through August 20, as reported on fish-
ing vessel logbooks received by the
SRD on or before August 20, 1996, is eli-
gible for an initial transferable permit.
All other qualifying owners are eligible
for an initial trip-limited permit.
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